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Tokyo Recommendations  

on International Cooperation and Disability 2015 and Beyond 

in the ASEAN Region 

 

We, the representatives of government focal points on disability and development, local 

governments, civil society organizations, including persons with disabilities and other local 

partners/stakeholders from the Member States of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN), namely Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, and Japan, gathered in Tokyo, Japan, on 31 August 

2015, at the ASEAN-Japan Senior Officials’ Meeting on International Cooperation and Disability. 

Attended by over 150 participants, the Meeting was organized by the Asia-Pacific Development 

Center on Disability (APCD), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and the Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) in collaboration with the ASEAN Secretariat, the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Thailand, the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security of Thailand, with 

support from the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF). 

 

Appreciating the continued initiative and support by the Government of Japan to improve the 

quality of life of persons with disabilities and their families in the ASEAN region, particularly the 

Mekong Sub-region; 

 

Acknowledging that the Meeting serves as an effective forum for elaborating the future perspectives 

on international cooperation and disability among senior government officials and relevant 

stakeholders on disability and development in the ASEAN Member States and Japan;  

 

Recognizing the “Hanoi Recommendations on Community-based Inclusive Development Towards 

2015 and Beyond”, as an outcome document in Hanoi, Vietnam on 28 August 2013, which outlined 

the implementation for the development of model communities across Cambodia, Lao PDR, 

Myanmar, Vietnam, and other ASEAN Member States until 2020; 
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Recognizing also that disability is a continuing global and cross-cutting issue, with about 15% of the 

world’s population living with some forms of disability. Many of them in the ASEAN region are poor 

and socially excluded due to the barriers imposed on them by society. This trend of exclusion is 

expected to continue particularly in the ASEAN Member States where the population is projected to 

age rapidly in the near future. Protecting the rights and addressing the needs of persons with 

disabilities to prevent their isolation and poverty are thus important matters that require an urgent 

response from each ASEAN Member State;  

  

Noting that various efforts have been made by the government of each ASEAN Member State in line 

with principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), 

the Incheon Strategy to Make the Right Real (2013-2022), and other related international instruments, 

as well as ASEAN instruments including the Bali Declaration on the Enhancement of the Role and 

Participation of the Persons with Disabilities in ASEAN Community, the ASEAN Declaration on 

Strengthening Social Protection and the framework of the ASEAN Decade of Persons with 

Disabilities (2011-2020); 

 

Noting also that more measures need to be taken to ensure active and full participation of persons 

with disabilities in the development of their own communities;  

 

Recognizing that the partnership between APCD and JICA has been strengthened further through 

ongoing partnership activities in the ASEAN Member States, including the implementation of the 

Third Country Training Program and the dispatch of Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers, 

building upon the outcomes of the past technical cooperation projects for 10 years; 

 

Emphasizing also the importance of the above-mentioned Third Country Training Program 

implemented by APCD in collaboration with the Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA) 

and JICA, with support from the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security of Thailand, 

which facilitated the empowerment of emerging groups such as young persons with intellectual 

disabilities, autism, psycho-social disabilities, and those who are hard of hearing in the ASEAN 
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Member States through the knowledge creation forum from the perspective of Community-based 

Inclusive Development; 

 

Acknowledging also that the APCD/JAIF Project, in partnership with the governments of Cambodia, 

Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam, has provided an opportunity for persons with disabilities to 

contribute towards making their environments particularly rural markets accessible to everyone and 

contribute to their own families and their communities through income generating opportunities 

made available through the accessible rural markets;  

 

With ASEAN’s aspiration towards a community of opportunities, we, the participants of the ASEAN-

JAPAN Senior Officials’ Meeting on International Cooperation and Disability, recommend the 

following: 

 

1) Strengthen collaboration between the ASEAN Member States and Japan in the field of disability 

and development, and explore new initiatives to maximize the capacities of each country to 

protect the rights and respond to the needs of persons with disabilities, as well as build the 

capacities of persons with disabilities for community-based inclusive development;  

 

2) Involve persons with disabilities further, including emerging groups of persons with disabilities 

as the focus of the APCD/JICA Third Country Training Programme, at the forefront in 

formulating and implementing policies, laws, and services which will ensure the inclusion of the 

disability agenda in development programs and services in the ASEAN Member States; 

 

3) Accelerate the inclusion of disability in people-to-people exchanges between the ASEAN Member 

States and Japan to reaffirm the importance of facilitating disability-inclusive development for all, 

and promote in consultation with relevant organizations, disability-inclusive sports for all, 

towards the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games in Tokyo; 

 

4) Replicate model projects on disability and development such as the APCD/JAIF Project in the 

Mekong Sub-region, and elaborate the creation of disability-inclusive hometowns where 



   

    
 

4 
 

everyone, including persons with disabilities, the elderly, children, pregnant women and others 

in need can contribute to and benefit from ASEAN integration; 

 
5) Undertake greater initiatives in ensuring that children with disabilities have access to appropriate 

education on an equal basis with other children; 

 

6) Enhance cooperation between the ASEAN Member States and Japan to realize regional peace, 

prosperity and sustainable development while protecting and promoting the rights and roles of 

persons with disabilities to contribute towards freedom, democracy, the rule of law and human 

dignity;  

  

7) Actively engage in the regional economic partnership negotiations between the ASEAN Member 

States and Japan, and to cooperate together in promoting exchanges on work and employment 

towards achieving disability-inclusive business development for inclusive and people-centered 

ASEAN in following with the ASEAN-Japan Strategic Economic Cooperation Roadmap (2012-

2022); 

 

8) Facilitate exchanges on cultural life, recreation, leisure and sports in a disability-inclusive manner 

in the ASEAN Member States and Japan by sharing the know-how and  experience of Japan; and, 

 

9) Reaffirm the determination to contribute to greater development of the region and recognize 

Japan’s continuing support for disability-inclusive ASEAN development and community-

building efforts through JICA, JAIF, the Japan Foundation and other platforms that will 

contribute towards the ASEAN Community Vision 2025.  

END 


